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September 17, 2014 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 
TO:  State Board of Regents 
 
FROM:  David L. Buhler  
 
SUBJECT: College Opportunity Agenda  
 

Background 

On July 28, 2014 The White House and the Harvard Graduate School of Education convened more than 
130 leaders from professional associations, nonprofit community organizations, school districts, higher 
education, and foundations in Cambridge to address the issue of strengthening school counseling. These 
education leaders and advocates discussed how to ramp up training, leverage technology, and rally 
together for administrative support to improve the quality and quantity of college advising. 

Melissa Miller Kincart, Assistant Commissioner for Outreach and Access was personally invited by the U.S. 
Department of Education to not only attend, but to be a featured panel speaker in the Professional 
Development and Training session. Ted Mitchell, the U.S. Under Secretary of Education, represented the 
Whitehouse at the event as well as Eric Waldo, Executive Director of the administration's Reach Higher 
Initiative. The Reach Higher initiative is the First Lady's effort to inspire every student in America to take charge 
of their future by completing their education past high school, whether at a professional training program, a 
community college, or a four-year college or university. 

Issue 

In 2011, to strengthen Utah’s professional development College Access Challenge Grant objective, 
Assistant Commissioner Kincart, decided to purchase a state license from the Southern Regional 
Education Board and embed the Collaborative Counselor Training Initiative (CCTI) into the University of 
Utah’s and Utah State’s University pre-service master’s level school counseling programs. Prior to this, 
implementation of CCTI in the southern region had primarily been in the professional development arena 
for existing school counselors. Over the next two years, with leadership and support from Kincart and the 
CACG, Dr. Paul Gore and Camille Odell (program directors), and their amazing faculty integrated the CCTI 
online modules into the two existing programs. By 2013, the University of Utah had established an 
emphasis in college and career readiness, and Utah State University has added a stand-alone course 
dedicated to this topic. At the summit, Kincart was presented Utah’s successful pre-service and in-service 
training strategies related to school and college counseling. The attached article gives and overview of 
these national issues and highlights Utah efforts as leading out in much needed area of education reform. 
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Commissioner’s Recommendation 
 

This is an information item only, no formal action by the Board is required. However, the Board is encouraged to 
read and take note of the information in this memorandum and review the attached Education Week article, and 
note that further follow-up will be handled by the Commissioner’s Office as part of the Board’s Participation 
strategic objective. 
 
 
 

________________________________ 
David L. Buhler  
Commissioner of Higher Education 

 
DLB/MMK 
Attachment 
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