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MEMORANDUM
TO:

State Board of Regents

FROM:

David L. Buhler

SUBJECT:

University of Utah – Nontraditional Arrangement for Solar Canopies
Issue

Regent policy R712, Non-Traditional Arrangements for Development of Facilities on Campuses requires
the Regents to approve development projects by outside entities on institutional land. The University of
Utah requests authorization to contract with a private provider which will construct, maintain, own, and
operate solar panel canopies covering a University parking lot. In return, the University will purchase solar
energy from the provider generated from the solar canopies.
Background
The University of Utah requests authorization to contract with a private vendor, selected through a
competitive procurement process, to construct solar canopies over the parking lot north of the Merrill
Engineering Building. The University would enter into a Power Purchase Agreement with the provider to
purchase energy produced from the solar panels on top of the canopies. No institutional funds will be used
to construct, operate, or maintain the canopies and photovoltaic (solar) system. Solar power generated
from the canopies will provide the University with a cost-effective and sustainable energy source.
As required by Regent policy R712, Non-Traditional Arrangements for Development of Facilities on
Campuses the University will work with the Attorney General’s Office to ensure that proposals meet
statutory requirements. The final contract will also ensure that third-party construction meets applicable
university and state requirements.
The University’s Board of Trustees approved this project in their November 14, 2017 meeting. Additional
information about the project is provided in the attached letter from the University, including illustrations of
the site and proposed canopies. Representatives from the University will be present at the meeting to
provide additional information and respond to questions from the Board.

Commissioner’s Recommendation
The Commissioner recommends that the Board authorize the University of Utah to enter into a contract with
an outside party to construct photovoltaic panels on canopies covering a University parking lot and to enter
into a long-term power purchase agreement with the outside party.

_______________________________
David L. Buhler
Commissioner of Higher Education
DLB/KLH/RPA
Attachments
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