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MEMORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM 

TAB L 

October 30, 2020 
 

Out-of-Mission Program Request from Southern Utah 
University: Doctor of Psychology in Clinical Psychology 
 
Southern Utah University is proposing a new Doctor of Psychology (Psy.D.), a professional doctoral 
program in Clinical Psychology. The Psy.D. program is intended to prepare students for professional 
licenses and the ability to practice psychotherapy and psychological testing in Utah and other states. A 
doctorate in clinical psychology meets licensing requirements to practice methods of psychotherapy and 
psychological testing throughout Utah and in many other states. 
 
Per section 4.2 in Board Policy R312, Utah System of Higher Education and Institutional Missions and 
Roles, a doctoral degree is considered out-of-mission for a regional university like SUU. Regional 
universities have a mandate to “emphasize teaching, scholarly, and creative achievements that 
complement teaching and community service” and that “contribute to the quality of life and economic 
development at the local and state levels.” Policy states that SUU may provide “Career and Technical 
Education, undergraduate associate and baccalaureate programs and select master’s degree programs to 
fill regional or state workforce demands.” SUU is arguing that a Psy.D. program is necessary to fill 
regional workforce demands for mental health practitioners. As a clinical doctorate, the proposed Psy.D. 
program is practice-oriented rather than emphasizing original research as is typical for Ph.D. programs 
reserved in policy for research institutions like the University of Utah and Utah State University. No other 
institutions in Utah provide a Psy.D. in clinical psychology, and neither the University of Utah nor Utah 
State University has plans to do so. 
 
The former USHE Board of Regents Academic and Student Affairs Committee first discussed the proposal 
from SUU in February of 2020 and asked the Office of the Commissioner to investigate the workforce and 
economic needs in regards to mental health practitioners, licensing, and the value of a Psy.D., as well as 
evaluations of the proposed academic program from other USHE institutions and the possibilities of 
partnering with research institutions with existing doctoral programs instead of creating an out-of-
mission program. Subsequently, the Office of the Commissioner conducted reviews of programs in 
proximity to Utah, interviews with current practitioners in the field, and a review of the curriculum and 
cost proposed. Findings indicated that SUU had created a strong curriculum, which would prepare 
graduates for immediate entrance into the field. While analysis of job growth data does not accurately 
reflect the diversity of roles graduates may fill, current practitioners indicated a need for more Psy.D.  
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graduates who can support the testing, diagnostics, and diagnosing not available to master’s-level 
practitioners. As the field of mental health workers expands, it is expected that schools, hospitals, and 
community-based organizations will increase their employment of those with a broader scope of practice, 
particularly in leadership or supervisory roles. Additionally, the increase in work-based-learning required 
of Psy.D. candidates will positively affect the availability of health care services in rural Utah. The 
partnerships SUU has established in this field will greatly benefit Psy.D. students, the university, and their 
surrounding communities by increasing the capacity of mental health services.  

 
Commissioner’s Recommendation 
The Commissioner and his staff recommend that the Board approve Southern Utah University’s proposal 
to implement a Psy.D. program. 
 
The Board of Higher Education’s Academic Education Committee determined during its meeting on 
September 18, 2020, that the proposal should be forwarded to the Committee of the Whole for 
consideration during the October 2020 Board meeting and recommends its approval. 

 
Attachments: 





Tuition Proposal Overview – Southern Utah University - Psy.D. 
 
According to Regent policy R312 (https://ushe.edu/ushe-policies/policyr312/), SUU’s mission is to 
provide affordable career and technical educational programs to fill regional or state workforce demands. 
The proposed Psy.D. program was designed not only to prepare graduates to be employed in careers 
that directly alleviates the acute mental health crisis in Utah, but also to be competitively priced. 
 
SUU’s 2020-2021 incremental, undergraduate, resident tuition rate is $282 per credit 
(https://www.suu.edu/cashier/tuition-undergrad.html). Regent policy requires that base graduate-level 
tuition rates be established at 110% of this incremental, undergraduate, resident tuition rate. Thus, for 
the purposes of calculating the proposed tuition for the Psy.D. program, SUU’s base graduate-level 
incremental tuition rate starts at $310.20 per credit.  
 
In order to ensure the program is affordable and competitively priced, the proposed tuition rate is $600 
per credit. In addition to tuition, students also pay standard across-the-board student fees. The tuition 
table on the next page outlines the full cost tuition and student fees for credits ranging from 1 to 25. 
 
The Psy.D. program is a 5-year, full-time, residential academic program. Students must complete a 
minimum of 114 credits to finish the program, but most will complete additional credits linked to 
specialized training, extended (paid) practicum experiences, and other electives (bringing the average 
total for the program to approximately 120 credits).  
 
On average, students will complete 24 credits per year (approximately 9 credits in fall, 9 credits in spring, 
and 6 credits in summer). As such, students can expect to pay approximately $15,400 annually in tuition 
and fees. 
 
SUU’s proposed tuition rate of $600 per credit, or $15,400 annual cost for tuition and fees, aligns with 
closely with other public universities that offer a Psy.D. program. Here are some comparisons to both 
public and private universities: 
 
Public Universities: 

Northern Arizona University = $17,600 annual tuition and fees 
Eastern Kentucky University = $675 per credit 
Georgia Southern University = $11,633 annual tuition 

 
Private Universities: 

California Lutheran University = $1,050 per credit 
University of LaVerne = $1,200 per credit 
University of Denver = $45,632 annual tuition and fees 
Baylor University = $52,372 annual tuition and fees 

 
 
  

https://ushe.edu/ushe-policies/policyr312/
https://www.suu.edu/cashier/tuition-undergrad.html


Psy.D. - Tuition Table: 
 

 
 
 



Excerpt from R401: 
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