


4.2. Regional Universities: The regional university’s role is to provide open-access
academic and career and technical education, undergraduate associate and 
baccalaureate programs and select graduate degree programs to fill regional or 
state workforce demands. Career and Technical Education programs are designed to 
meet workforce needs, lead to a certificate or degree, and include general 
education coursework. Articulation agreements allow students to transfer 
seamlessly from institutions offering Technical Education to CTE and academic 
pathways. Regional universities emphasize teaching, scholarly, and creative 
achievements that complement pedagogy, learning, and community service. The 
institution is a leading contributor to the quality of life and economic development 
at the local and state levels. Student success is supported through developmental 
programs and services associated with a comprehensive community college.



Interviewed hundreds of Washington 
County business people, students, 
organizations, and community leaders

Q. What do you need from the university?

A. Engineers, computer programmers, 
technology experts, chemists/biologists, 
management, healthcare professionals



Regional industry lacks the skilled tech talent they need to fill positions, 
grow, and solve 21st century problems



Already in place:
§ K-12 STEM Pipeline
§ STEM programs
§ Partnerships in technology innovation











32 INSTITUTES OF TECHNOLOGY/POLYTECHNICS





(81% STEM focused)







Source: Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute 2015-2065 State and County Projections
DemographyUTAH Population Committee 2010-2016 Population Estimates.



The Fourth 
Industrial 
Revolution







12,000 - 25,000
§ Number of open tech jobs within 300 miles of St. George/DSU with an average 

salary of $80,000





Dixie State University is an open, inclusive, comprehensive, polytechnic university 
featuring active and applied learning to advance students’ knowledge and skills while 
fostering competent, resilient, lifelong learners to succeed in their careers and personal 
lives as creators, innovators, and responsible citizens.



OPEN
INCLUSIVE
COMPREHENSIVE
POLYTECHNIC



PRINCIPLES OF OPEN EDUCATION
§ Commitment to sharing, collaborating, transparency, and community

§ Open access

§ Open educational resources

§ Open educational practices

§ Recognition of formal and non-formal learning

§ Collaboration with networks and community

§ Open science, scholarship, innovation, & entrepreneurship



PRINCIPLES OF INCLUSION
§ Equitable access and opportunity for diverse individuals to work, learn, and 

succeed

§ Recruitment and retention of diverse faculty, staff, & students

§ Inclusive pedagogy/andragogy

§ Enabling of institutional support services

§ Engagement with community services and human networks



PRINCIPLES OF COMPREHENSIVE

§ Unique teaching and laboratory facilities

§ Breadth of undergraduate programs

§ Graduate programs and professional schools

§ Diverse programs, initiatives, and people

§ Community engagement



PRINCIPLES OF POLYTECHNIC

§ Active and applied learning

§ Career focus

§ Authentic learning through industry partnerships

§ Integrated liberal arts and science with STEM intensive programming
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§ Modify all curricular and co-curricular programs to align with the four tenets of the mission (10 strategies)

§ Develop or modify programs to be career-focused and integrate with career services (10 strategies)

§ Implement flexible credentialing that supports the recognition and certification of formal and non-formal learning 
through academic credits, stacked credentials, customized micro-credentials, digital badges, and competency-based 
credits (10 strategies)





§ We will be a comprehensive polytechnic University:

§ Cal Poly

§ Florida Polytechnic University

§ Virginia Tech

§ Kansas State University Polytechnic

§ Texas Tech

§ Polytechnics have strong liberal art foundations



§ BA/BS Applied Sociology

§ BS Digital Film

§ Master of Technical Writing and Digital Rhetoric

§ Certificate in Piano Pedagogy



§ This is where the jobs of the future are

§ We must meet workforce demands

§ Instructional method is in place

§ Most affordable university (111 programs)



§ Increases collaboration and opportunities

§ No intention for overlap

§ We will eliminate overlap whenever necessary



§ General Technology w/Business Emphasis, AAS
§ General Technology w/Design Emphasis, AAS
§ General Technology w/Information Technology Emphasis, AAS
§ Digital Media Design
§ Drafting & Design
§ Information Technology
§ Medical Assisting
§ Culinary Arts
§ Automotive Technician
§ Collision Repair
§ Diesel Technician
§ Industrial Automation Technician
§ CNC Machining
§ Operations Management
§ Welding
§ Pharmacy Technician
§ Information Technology
§ Digital Media Design
§ Drafting & Design





Certificate in Information 
Technology

Certificate in Design

AS in Information Technology

AAS in General Technology

Certificate in Advanced 
Information Technology

Certificate in Advanced Design

BS in Information 
Technology

BS in Design



§ DSU Certificate Example:

Web Design & Development (15 cr/hrs)
§ CS1410 Object Oriented Programming (3cr)

§ SE 3200 Web Application Development I (3 cr)

§ SE 3400 Human-Computer Interaction (3cr)

§ SE 4200 Web Application Development II (3 cr)

§ SE 4990 Special topics in Software Engineering (3cr)

§ Offered only to matriculated DSU students



§Not having a mission focused 
technologic university creates the 
confusion





Dixie State University is an open, inclusive, comprehensive, polytechnic university 
featuring active and applied learning to advance students’ knowledge and skills while 
fostering competent, resilient, lifelong learners to succeed in their careers and personal 
lives as creators, innovators, and responsible citizens.




