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Goals for the Session

Session participants will: 
1) gain an understanding of the benefits and challenges 

of a systematic process that sets secondary credit 
awarded for an entire state; 

2) share how secondary credit alignment is determined 
for their program; and 

3) depart with ideas for improving or streamlining their 
alignment processes.



Concurrent Enrollment (CE) in Utah

• State run CE program governed by statute (53E-10-
301), Regent policy (R165), and Board Rule (R277-
717).

• Two systems working together: Utah System of 
Higher Education (USHE) and Utah State Board of 
Education (USBE).
• USHE – 8 public education universities/colleges
• USBE – ~170+ public high schools (including charters) 

that participate in CE

• USHE institutions responsible for providing CE to 
high schools in their service region.



USHE Service Regions



CE Courses in Utah

• Statute requires:
• USHE and USBE systems maintain the CE program 

together.

• Ensure CE offers courses where student receives credit 
towards high school graduation and a college degree or 
certificate.

• CE course must be one of the following:
• a general education course;

• a career and technical education course;

• a pre-major college level course; or

• a foreign language course that is part of the state K-12 
immersion language program



CE Courses in Utah

• Statute directs USHE and USBE to “establish a 
concurrent enrollment course approval process 
that ensures”:
• Credit is consistent and transferable to all institutions of 

higher education.

• Learning outcomes align with standards for secondary 
public education curriculum.



CE Courses in Utah

• Regent policy (R165) establishes the alignment 
process.

• The CE Master List (CEML) records and publishes 
the alignment decisions.
• Only courses taken from the CEML for a given academic 

year shall be reimbursed from state CE funds.

• Institutions and LEAs submit proposals for new courses 
or changes to existing courses by the November 15th

annual deadline.



CE Courses in Utah

• ~830 courses listed in the CE Master List (CEML).

• ~300 unique CE course offerings in the state.

• ~50-100 new course proposals per year.

• Some courses get moved to Hiatus or Cancelled 
each year.



CE Funding in Utah

• Only courses on the CEML receive state funds –
$12.2M state appropriation for current year.

• USBE appropriation divided between USBE and 
USHE following a 60%/40% formula based on who 
paid the cost of instruction.



Share

• Share a brief overview of how curriculum alignment 
happens for concurrent/dual enrollment in your 
state or region.



Curriculum Alignment

The state process ensures the most appropriate 
alignment between higher and secondary education. 

• For core credit high school classes: the college 
curriculum must cover 90% the secondary learning 
outcomes.

• For elective credit high school classes: the college 
curriculum must cover 80% the secondary learning 
outcomes. 

• Courses that transfer as equivalent between USHE 
institutions (or are similar in content) should be aligned 
to the same secondary education code & course.



CE Course Example

• ART 1010

College Credit High School Credit

ART 1010 Intro to Art 02010013020 Art History CE

General Education – Fine Arts category Core credit
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Curriculum Alignment – Basic Process Flow



Electronic CE Course Form

















Course Submission Forms Feed into CEML Database



CEML Public Facing Site



Benefits to Statewide Alignment

1) The same secondary credit is awarded across the 
state for postsecondary courses that transfer as 
equivalent credit among the public institutions.

2) Allows institutions to provide advising how high 
schools fit CE courses into advising pathways.

3) Involves the most qualified individuals, state 
curriculum specialists, in making an alignment 
determination.



Hurdles to Statewide Alignment

1) By approving alignments in November for an 
academic year beginning the following August, CE 
partners are constrained to advance planning and 
do not have an opportunity to make last minute 
additions.

2) Some faculty are alarmed by the systematic 
alignment process and think it means that their 
curriculum will be modified to meet high school 
standards.



Share

• Share a takeaway for your state or region or way to 
improve.



Thank You

• This PowerPoint and other resources can be found 
on UtahCE.org under Concurrent Enrollment 
Resources.

• Contact Info:
• Cyd Grua cgrua@ushe.edu

• Megan Brown mbrown@ushe.edu

mailto:cgrua@ushe.edu
mailto:mbrown@ushe.edu

