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Agenda

• Review ways to pay for college
• Explore the updated toolkit with new activities
• Finish with different ways to use the toolkit in your schools



Paying for College: Order of Operations

1st Free money (such as scholarships or grants)
Nearly free resources (such as CE/AP/IB or dual enrollment)

2nd Earned money (such as work-study or other employment)
Saved money (such as a 529, credit union, or bank account)

3rd Borrowed money (use federal student loans before private)



Ways to Pay for College
1. Apply for Scholarships

• State scholarships, institutional scholarships, private scholarships

2. File the FAFSA
• Grants, work-study, student loans

3. Earn
• Work-study, other employment, benefits from work such as tuition reduction or tuition 

reimbursement

4. Save
• Bank or credit union, 529 education savings account, other investment accounts, ABLE 

savings account (STABLE) for students with disabilities

5. Find other ways to cut costs
• Take college courses while in high school and many other ideas



Poll Question 2



Paying for College Toolkit 2.0 Update

The new toolkit has seven  
PowerPoint presentations
• The Full Presentation
• The Simplified Presentation



Paying for College Toolkit 2.0 Update

The new toolkit has seven  
PowerPoint presentations
• The Full Presentation
• The Simplified Presentation
• Then there are five smaller 

presentations with each 
subject.

Individual Student 
Situations

Creative Ways to 
Cut Costs

Earn and Save

File the 
FAFSA

Apply for 
Scholarships

Paying for College 
Student Bundle



Paying for College Toolkit 2.0 Update

• There are eight handouts to 
accompany the presentations:

• Handout 1 – Apply for Scholarships
• Handout 2 – File the FAFSA
• Handout 3 – Earn and Save
• Handout 4 – Creative Ways to Cut Costs

• Individual student situation handouts:
• Handout 5 – Deferment
• Handout 6 – FAFSA Eligibility
• Handout 7 – Tribal Citizen/Member
• Handout 8 – Students with Disabilities



Paying for College Toolkit 2.0 Update

• The toolkit has four 
complementary videos:

• Video 1 – Apply for Scholarships
• Video 2 – File the FAFSA
• Video 3 – Earn and Save
• Video 4 – Creative Ways to Cut Costs

• There are 13 more short videos 
available to support teaching 
techniques.



Paying for College Toolkit 2.0 Update

• The toolkit has five activities for 
classes

• Activity 1 – Scholarship Scavenger 
Hunt

• Activity 2 – Financial Aid Estimator
• Activity 3 – Resume Builder
• Activity 4 – College Benefits Bingo
• Activity 5 – my529 Exploration



Go to ushe.edu to find the Toolkit



Sharing the 
Toolkit 
PCCRs
• Share slides or videos 

on your computer 
screen or associated TV

• Print handouts to share 
with families. They can 
take notes and bring 
them home



Sharing the 
Toolkit 
Classroom presentations or 
lessons
• Present the shorter 

presentation—over 20-30 
minutes

• Share the full presentation 
over a whole class period

• Print handouts for students
• Play videos to support 

teaching 
• Work on activity sheets in 

class



Sharing the 
Toolkit 
Workshops or family events:
• Host an event and share the 

first eight slides
• Show five individual 

presentations or activities
• Make handouts available in 

each breakout room
• Use the videos to help the 

presenters
• Volunteers to present will 

be easier to find with the 
toolkit 



Sharing the 
Toolkit 
Lunch activities or school 
news
• Share videos and 

handouts during lunch 
with students

• Videos can be shared on 
school news broadcasts. 
Invite students to visit 
the counseling office.



Sharing the 
Toolkit 
Social media campaign
• Five-week or monthly 

series that discusses each 
section of the 
presentation

• Monthly plan
• January: Scholarships
• February: FAFSA
• March: Earn and Save
• April: Creative Ways
• May: Review



Questions and 
Contact Info
dyllen.cafferty@ushe.edu
fafsahelp@ushe.edu
(801) 646-4562
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