
Paying for College



What is college?
Any postsecondary education 
(after high school)
• Technical college
• Community college
• University 

Types:
• Certificates and other 

credentials
• Associate degrees
• Bachelor’s degrees
• Graduate and professional 

degrees



How much does college cost?
2024 Average Utah In-State Tuition and Fees (per year)
Public Technical College ~$99/credit + fees
2-Year Public College $4,382
4-Year Public University $7,531
2024 Average National Out-Of-State Tuitions and Fees (per year)
National 2-Year Public College $8,415
National 4-Year Public University $27,457

2024 Average National Private Non-Profit Tuitions and Fees (per year)
National 2-Year Non-Profit Private College $20,019
National 4-Year Non-Profit Private University $38,421

*These costs don’t include external costs – Food, housing, books, supplies, transportation, etc.

Click for College Costs 
YouTube Videos

https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/ucaw/Facts-at-a-Glance.pdf
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/ucaw/Facts-at-a-Glance.pdf
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/ucaw/Facts-at-a-Glance.pdf
https://educationdata.org/average-in-state-vs-out-of-state-tuition
https://educationdata.org/average-in-state-vs-out-of-state-tuition
https://educationdata.org/average-cost-of-college/
https://educationdata.org/average-cost-of-college/
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWo3wZTdCNzXNspD1DBWfSqyZQFfsQ98E&si=slbOQzmbZS9AMcxX
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWo3wZTdCNzXNspD1DBWfSqyZQFfsQ98E&si=slbOQzmbZS9AMcxX
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWo3wZTdCNzXNspD1DBWfSqyZQFfsQ98E&si=slbOQzmbZS9AMcxX


https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/ucaw/Facts-at-a-Glance.pdf


https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/ucaw/Facts-at-a-Glance.pdf
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Apply for Scholarships

Scholarships 
Handout

Scholarship 
YouTube or Video 

Downloads

Scholarship 
Scavenger Hunt 

Activity

https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/Handout_Scholarships.docx
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/Handout_Scholarships.docx
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/Handout_Scholarships.docx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UkrvDtJBiaRaLkf7k9WKpd4STg7r8cF1/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWo3wZTdCNzWtjneqvmNwsZpWrZvLmTMh
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWo3wZTdCNzWtjneqvmNwsZpWrZvLmTMh
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UkrvDtJBiaRaLkf7k9WKpd4STg7r8cF1/view?usp=drive_link
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/activitysheet/scavengerhunt.docx
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/activitysheet/scavengerhunt.docx
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/activitysheet/scavengerhunt.docx


Did you know?
Scholarships are not just for high 
school seniors or current college 
students! 
For example, these scholarship 
providers open applications to 
students in kindergarten:

• My529TM Make Your Mark 
• My529TM Book Your Summer
• Doodle4GoogleTM



Who provides scholarships?

• State and local government
• Technical colleges, community colleges, and universities
• Community organizations, school districts, and K-12 schools
• Companies and corporations 
• Private donors



Special interest/skills/attributes
scholarships

Field of study scholarships

Creative or artistic scholarships

Military scholarships

Common types of scholarships:

Merit-based scholarships

Need-based scholarships

Athletic scholarships

Activity-based scholarships



Where to begin:

1. School counseling or guidance 
office

2. Apply through your college or 
university

3. Explore employer-sponsored 
tuition

4. Community scholarships
5. Online scholarship search
6. File the FAFSA 

(Free Application for Federal Student Aid)



File the FAFSA

FAFSA 
Handout

FAFSA YouTube 
or Video 

Downloads

Financial Aid 
Estimator 
Activity

https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/Handout_File_FAFSA.docx
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/Handout_File_FAFSA.docx
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/Handout_File_FAFSA.docx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QfI91wAzJ-1Z85TH0TC3gBQLtPbu0W29/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWo3wZTdCNzUNYBNFOr5_Gf_8VmeSPdPk
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWo3wZTdCNzUNYBNFOr5_Gf_8VmeSPdPk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QfI91wAzJ-1Z85TH0TC3gBQLtPbu0W29/view?usp=drive_link
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/activitysheet/finaidestimate.docx
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/activitysheet/finaidestimate.docx
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/activitysheet/finaidestimate.docx


What is the FAFSA?

• It stands for Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid

• FAFSA is the gateway to financial 
aid and many scholarship 
opportunities

• High school students should 
start to apply October 1st of their 
senior year AND every year of 
college

• Go to studentaid.gov to apply!



Why Complete the FAFSA?
Federal Aid

• Grants
• Work-Study
• Student Loans

Institutional Aid 
& Scholarships

•Technical colleges
•Community colleges
•Universities

Some Private 
Scholarships

State Aid & 
Scholarships



What will the FAFSA ask?

The FAFSA attempts to calculate a family’s ability to pay for college. It 
will ask for:

Demographic information like age and family size

High school information and college interest

Tax information, income, and assets for the student and parent(s)



FAFSA Timeline
Create a studentaid.gov account 

and complete the FAFSA
(Fall)

Complete FAFSA 
verification

(if selected, Winter/Spring)

Receive, complete, and return the offer 
letter (Winter/Spring)

For federal loans, complete 
Entrance Counseling & sign the 

Master Promissory Note

If eligible for Work-Study, 
apply for jobs on campus

(Summer/Year-Round)

Accepted aid is automatically 
disbursed to the college

(At the beginning of each term or semester)

1st DAY OF 
12th

GRADE

1st DAY OF 
COLLEGE



Earn and Save

Earn and Save 
Handout

Earn and Save 
YouTube or Video 

Downloads

Resume Builder 
Activity

My529 
Exploration 

Activity

https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/Handout_Earn_Save.docx
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/Handout_Earn_Save.docx
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/Handout_Earn_Save.docx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NCA37IEQO1F-qU8zjRMzWOtzZ_mXxdpB/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWo3wZTdCNzWqyJG0X5SufAfoP5EgXpT9
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWo3wZTdCNzWqyJG0X5SufAfoP5EgXpT9
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NCA37IEQO1F-qU8zjRMzWOtzZ_mXxdpB/view?usp=drive_link
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/activitysheet/resumebuilder.docx
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/activitysheet/resumebuilder.docx
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/activitysheet/resumebuilder.docx
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/activitysheet/my529explore.docx
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/activitysheet/my529explore.docx
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/activitysheet/my529explore.docx


Work-Study 
Program

Part-Time 
Employment

Summer or 
Seasonal Jobs

Internships

Consider working 
while in college
Work-study jobs, part-time 
employment, seasonal roles, and 
internships all offer opportunities 
to learn and grow outside of the 
classroom while earning a degree.



Saving options

Bank or Credit 
Union my529 ABLE Account

• Earns interest • Investment account
• Visit my529.org for 

information on Utah’s 
plan

• Investment account, 
but for qualified 
disability expenses

• ableut.com
• stableaccount.com

Click for my529 video

https://my529.org/
https://ableut.com/
https://www.stableaccount.com/
https://youtu.be/ZuBZfW5GbcQ?si=m3aNaFNngMLS3Czl
https://youtu.be/ZuBZfW5GbcQ?si=m3aNaFNngMLS3Czl
https://youtu.be/ZuBZfW5GbcQ?si=m3aNaFNngMLS3Czl


Creative Ways to Cut Costs

Cut Costs 
Handout

Cut Costs YouTube 
or Video 

Downloads

College Benefits 
Bingo Activity

https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/Handout_Cut_Costs.docx
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/Handout_Cut_Costs.docx
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/Handout_Cut_Costs.docx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BalaG2MKfuwJDWQTIOpKH4XP6gUloJI4/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWo3wZTdCNzXoN0m6isQLr46KSXwGuh1q
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWo3wZTdCNzXoN0m6isQLr46KSXwGuh1q
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BalaG2MKfuwJDWQTIOpKH4XP6gUloJI4/view?usp=drive_link
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/activitysheet/bingo.docx
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/activitysheet/bingo.docx
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/activitysheet/bingo.docx


While in high school

• Increase GPA by earning good grades. Stay focused and study
• Take the ACT/SAT exams multiple times to improve your score
• Volunteer in the community or participate in school leadership, clubs, or 

extracurricular activities like intramural sports or performing arts
• Explore UServe.utah.gov for different volunteer opportunities in Utah

• 1, 2, 4, or more (choose the right college fit)
• Earn college credit in high school by participating in these programs:

• Concurrent Enrollment (CE)
• Advanced Placement (AP)
• International Baccalaureate (IB)
• Dual Enrollment at a technical college

https://userve.utah.gov/


College prep and attendance
• Housing: Consider living at home or with roommates to reduce housing 

expenses and save on on-campus housing costs.
• Take advantage of plateau or banded tuition
• Student involvement and leadership: Apply to be a presidential 

ambassador, consider running for student leadership positions, or become 
a resident assistant for on-campus housing

• Textbooks: Save on textbooks by renting or purchasing used copies and 
utilize the college’s library reserve as an alternative to buying brand-new 
textbooks.

• Earn credits to graduate on time
• Research and inquire about student discounts around town
• Check if your college provides transportation benefits
• Consider the Western Undergraduate Exchange (WUE) by WICHE if 

attending college out-of-state



Individual Student Situations
What topics is the audience interested in reviewing?
1. Deferment
2. Who is Eligible to Submit a FAFSA? (FAFSA Citizenship 

Terminology and Legislation)
3. Students Who Are Citizens/Members of Federally Designated 

Native American Tribes
4. Students with Disabilities



Deferment

Deferment 
Handout

https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/Handout_Deferment.docx
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/Handout_Deferment.docx
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/Handout_Deferment.docx


Deferment
Is the option to postpone or delay college enrollment 
and scholarships for a period of time
• What reasons do students have to defer college?

• Military service
• Religious services
• Humanitarian service
• Personal circumstances such as illness, family 

responsibilities, or financial constraints
• Research, internships, or other educational 

experiences

Note: Some reasons for deferment may not be eligible 
depending on the college. Contact the college for 
eligible reasons to defer attendance.
Inform the college or university about plans to defer 
admission and scholarships



Who is Eligible to Submit a 
FAFSA?

Who is Eligible to 
Submit a FAFSA?

Handout

https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/Handout_FAFSA_Eligibility.docx
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/Handout_FAFSA_Eligibility.docx
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/Handout_FAFSA_Eligibility.docx


FAFSA citizenship terminology
U.S. Citizens:

• Includes naturalized citizens and those born as citizens
• U.S. Citizen students are eligible for federal aid from the FAFSA

Eligible Non-Citizens:
• Students with documentation that Federal Student Aid considers "eligible" for federal aid
• Examples include Permanent Residents (Green Card holders), Refugees, Asylum Grantees, 

etc.
Neither U.S. Citizens Nor Eligible Non-Citizens:

• Students with documentation that Federal Student Aid considers "ineligible" for federal aid, 
or those without documentation

• Examples include students without a Social Security Number (SSN), DACA recipients, TPS 
recipients, DED recipients, etc. 

International Students:
• Foreign students attending or planning to attend college in the United States
• International students are ineligible for federal aid through the FAFSA



Legislation
House Bill (HB) 144
Utah law allows students to pay in-state tuition if the 
student:
• Attended a Utah high school for at least three years
• Has a Utah high school diploma or Utah GED

• Submit a high school transcript with graduation date 
listed

• Signs and submits an HB 144 affidavit

House Bill (HB) 118
• For students who are foreign nationals or legally 

admitted into the United States with F-1, H-4, or J-1 visas

House Bill (HB) 102
• Provides earlier access to in-state tuition depending on 

the student’s immigration status



Students Who Are 
Citizens/Members of Federally 
Designated Native American Tribes

Tribal Citizen/Member 
Handout

https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/Handout_Tribal_Citizen.docx
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/Handout_Tribal_Citizen.docx
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/Handout_Tribal_Citizen.docx


Students Who Are Citizens/Members of 
Federally Designated Native American Tribes
In-State Tuition Residency Tribal Access
Board Policy R512, Resident Student Status:
https://public.powerdms.com/Uta7295/tree/documents/2022238
• In-state tuition may be available to American Indians if they meet the 

following criteria for resident student status: 
• They are enrolled on the tribal rolls of a tribe whose reservation or trust lands 

lie partly or wholly within Utah or whose border is at any point contiguous 
with the border of Utah; or

• They are a member of a federally recognized or known Utah tribe and has 
graduated from a Utah high school.

• For more details talk to your college’s residency office 

https://public.powerdms.com/Uta7295/tree/documents/2022238


Students with Disabilities

Students with Disabilities 
Handout

https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/Handout_SWDs.docx
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/Handout_SWDs.docx
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/Handout_SWDs.docx


Modifications vs. Accommodations

Modifications: K-12

• Modifications are made to 
assignments and the curriculum to 
meet the Free Appropriate Public 
Education (FAPE) requirements in 
secondary education

• Examples include:
• Reduced number of questions on 

assignments
• Fewer topics covered in class
• Use of a word list or list of math 

formulas

Accommodations: Higher Education

• Accommodations are made on college 
campuses to create accessibility for 
students with disabilities, but 
adjustments are not made to the 
course requirements or the curriculum

• Examples include:
• Specialized tutoring
• Recorded/audiobooks
• Class notetakers
• Preferential seating
• Lecture notes
• Study guides

Source: Parent Center Hub

https://www.parentcenterhub.org/accommodations/


Student Information Release Form (FERPA)
“FERPA gives parents certain rights with respect to their children's 
education records. These rights transfer to the student when he or she 
reaches the age of 18 or attends a school beyond the high school level.” –
U.S. Department of Education

• The student must request the FERPA form. A parent cannot.
• The student must agree to who is listed as the recipient in order to release 

records if it’s an individual other than the student with access to records

• This can be beneficial if the student is deferring enrollment or taking a gap 
year for reasons such as military service, ecclesiastical mission, 
humanitarian service, etc.

• If students want a trusted adult involved with their college information, 
meetings, and conversations, make sure this form is signed

Source: https://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html
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Questions
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