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What is college? 
• Any postsecondary education (after 

high school)
• Technical college
• Community college
• University

• Types: 
• Certificates, licenses and other 

credentials
• Associate degrees
• Bachelor’s degrees
• Graduate and professional degrees



Facts-at-a-Glance 

https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/ucaw/Facts-at-a-Glance.pdf


Where should I start?

• Exploring interests can help you consider types of careers and work 
environments that fit your personality.

• What do you like to do?
• What you are good at?

• Take an Interest Profiler to match with careers that align with your 
interests.

• Consider things like college majors, wages, or salary to help you reach 
your career goals.

• How much education, training, and/or certifications will you need in the 
future?

• How much time do you want to invest vs. how much education 
would you like to get?

https://www.mynextmove.org/explore/ip


Participate in college awareness activities

Summer

• [Enter in 
activities 
specific to 
grade level]

Fall 

• [Enter in 
activities 
specific to 
grade level]

Spring

• Junior College 
Day aka Utah 
Higher 
Education Day

• Take the ACT
• [Enter in 

activities 
specific to 
grade level]



Explore your interests

• Explore careers through assessments like the Interest Profiler on Keys 
to Success or MyNext Move.

https://app.ktsutah.org/
https://app.ktsutah.org/
https://www.mynextmove.org/explore/ip


Interest profiler and
holland codes
• Holland code is a system that 

classifies jobs into 
categories, interest clusters, 
and compatible work 
environments. 

• [Insert own text]

Investigative
• Thinker
Prefers to think and 
search for facts and 
solutions to problems.

Artistic
• Creator
Prefers activities that 
deal with things like 
forms, designs
                 and patterns.  

Social
• Helper
Prefers to work with, 
communicate with, 
and teach people. 
They like to help 
others.

Enterprising
• Persuader
Prefers starting and 
carrying out projects. 
They enjoy talking and 
use this skill to lead or 

persuade. 

Conventional
• Organizer
Prefers to follow set 
procedures and 
routines and likes to 
work with data and 
detail. 

Realistic
• Doer
Prefers practical, 
hands-on problems 
and solutions.

https://www.cte.nd.gov/sites/www/files/documents/CRN/Docs/HollandTypes.pdf


Research potential certificates or degrees

• Use the Utah Programs and 
Majors Guide to explore 
programs and majors.

• [Insert own text]



Align advanced courses and CTE pathways 
with college plans
• Make plans to take an advanced math class during senior year. 
• Ask a school counselor about how to earn college credit through 

concurrent enrollment and advanced placement courses.
• Ask a CTE Coordinator about dual enrolling in a technical college to 

earn college credits. 
• [Insert own text]



Plan to earn college credit while in high 
school
• Concurrent enrollment courses (CE)
• Dual enrollment at a technical college
• Advanced Placement (AP)
• International Baccalaureate (IB)



Concurrent Enrollment

• Often referred to as CE.
• These classes earn high school and college credits simultaneously. 

Students take the courses at their high school campus.
• Students earn college credit by passing the class.
• Students start building a college transcript. 
• Students’ GPAs and grades follow them to college.
• Tuition is reduced to $5 per credit.

• Example: ENGL 1010 is three credits = $15.

• Most classes count toward general education.

https://ushe.edu/concurrent-enrollment-resources/


Technical Education 

• Often referred to as dual enrollment or CTE.
• Like career and technical education classes, students enroll in the 

local technical college while in high school and earn college credit. 
• Example: I live in Logan City, and the closest technical college is Bridgerland 

Technical College.
• Tuition is free for high school students.
• There are potential course fees and textbook costs.

• Example: I am enrolled in the cosmetology program, and the class requires 
tools and supplies to practice.

• Classes count towards a program certificate and can lead into a 
degree.



Advanced Placement 

• Often referred to as AP.
• Classes are writing and research-intensive to emphasize study and 

test-taking skills.
• Classes are taken in high school and earning college credit depends 

on your exam score.
•  The cost per AP exam is typically $98.
• College credits vary, check with your college academic adviser.

https://ap.collegeboard.org/


International Baccalaureate 

• Often referred to as IB.
• Classes are only offered at certain high schools.
• Classes are taken in high school and earned college credit depends on 

your exam score.
• The cost per IB exam is typically $123.
• College credits vary, check with your college academic adviser.

https://www.ibo.org/


Take the ACT

• Take the ACT at your school for free. 
• [Enter date of exam] 
• [Enter location of exam]
• [Enter other details here]

• ACT scores are necessary to apply for some scholarships. 
• Remember, some colleges and universities are test-optional, meaning 

students have the option to take entrance exams to benefit them for 
scholarships or admissions.

• [Insert own text]

https://www.act.org/


Utah College Awareness Week 

• Participate in activities to help 
you explore college and 
university options. We want 
you to have an idea of where 
to apply your senior year.

• [Enter mm/dd/yyyy and 
hh:mm]

• [Enter in website you use for 
UCAW]

• [Enter what you want 
students to come prepared 
with ]



Utah Higher Education Day

• The purpose of this annual event is to bring Utah institutions and a few 
out-of-state partners together for one day at each high school to speak 
with juniors about post-secondary options

• You will learn about application deadlines, majors, programs, scholarships, 
and more

• You will attend three admissions presentations from  institutions of your 
choice

• [Enter mm/dd/yyyy and hh:mm]
• [Enter in website you use for UCAW]
• [Enter what you want students to come prepared with ]

Did You Know? 
This event is also 

known as:
• Junior Tour
• College Day



Utah colleges and 
universities
• You can decide to stay close to 

home or move away to college.
• Tip! Use Google Maps to 

calculate the distance from 
home. 

• [Insert own text]

https://ushe.edu/k-12-outreach/college-directory/
https://ushe.edu/k-12-outreach/college-directory/
https://www.google.com/maps


Technical 
colleges
• Regionally based
• Certificates are reviewed to align with 

industry demand
• Rolling admissions

• Weekly start dates for specific 
programs

• Admissions requirements vary
• No application fee 
• Tuition is free for Utah high school 

students
• Fees and course supplies may apply

• Summer Bridge scholarships

• After high school, ~$85-120 
tuition per program credit

https://ushe.edu/k-12-outreach/college-directory/
https://ushe.edu/k-12-outreach/college-directory/


Degree-granting 
institutions

* Most degree-granting institutions also offer technical education programs

* *

Community Colleges

Regional Universities

Research Universities

**

*

• Semester-based with a specific 
start date

• Common admissions requirement 
is a high school diploma or 
equivalent i.e., GED

• No application fee in Utah

• Six of the eight degree-granting 
institutions are open enrollment. 
(Those above the yellow line)

• Private colleges also participate in 
UCAW, (Westminster University, 
Brigham Young University, and 
Ensign College)

https://ushe.edu/k-12-outreach/college-directory/
https://ushe.edu/k-12-outreach/college-directory/


Type of colleges

• Technical colleges
• Offer certificate programs to qualify students to work in various occupational fields. 

They cost less and offer transferable credits to a community college or university.
• Community colleges

• Offer certificates and associate degrees. They are lower in cost and offer credits to 
transfer to a university.

• Regional universities
• Offer associate, bachelor’s, and master’s degrees. They may offer career and 

technical education programs as well.
• Research universities

• These universities offer programs similar to those of other types of universities and 
colleges, as well as master’s and doctorate degrees. They focus on developing 
research in specialized fields.



Questions for your college list

• How big is the campus?
• Do they have major(s) to help me reach my career goals? 
• What are these majors or programs?
• What are on- and off-campus housing options? Is commuting an option?
• Compare financial aid packages:

• How much does the college offer? 
• Are some scholarships awarded renewable year after year? 
• Will I need to apply annually for scholarships and financial aid?

• What is the tuition cost, and are there scholarships I can apply for to help 
reduce out-of-pocket expenses?

• [Insert own text]



Apply for scholarships
• Read about the various ways to pay for college including scholarships, grants, and 

work-study.
• Start to build a list of scholarships you could apply for, and maybe find ones you 

can apply for early.
• my529 Book Your Summer: bookyoursummer.com
• my529 Make You Mark: my529.org/scholarship-opportunities-available-for-utah-students/ 

• Create profiles on trustworthy scholarship search websites: 
• USHE.edu/state-scholarships-aid
• KTSutah.org
• Myscholly.com
• Bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
• Unigo.com
• Goingmerry.com

• [Insert own text]
Scholarships 

Handout

https://bookyoursummer.com/
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Resources for presentations
• Utah College Guide
• Facts-at-a-Glance Handout
• Utah Programs and Majors Guide
• Concurrent Enrollment Resources
• Utah College Disability Resource Center Handout
• Senior Year Timeline to College Readiness Handout
• I Applied. What’s Next Handout
• Apply for Scholarships Handout
• StudentAid.Gov Setup Handout
• Paying for College Toolkit
• Preparing for College Toolkit

https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/college_guide-english.pdf
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/ucaw/Facts-at-a-Glance.pdf
https://www.utahmajors.org/
https://ushe.edu/concurrent-enrollment-resources/
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/ucaw/Disability_Resource_Centers.pdf
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/ucaw/2021/2021_senior-year-college-timeline.pdf
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/ucaw/I've_Applied.pdf
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/payingforcollege/Handout_Scholarships.pdf
https://ushe.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf/k-12/ucaw/StudentAid_Account_Setup.pdf
https://ushe.edu/utah-college-application-week/#:%7E:text=Paying%20for%20College%20Toolkit
https://ushe.edu/utah-college-application-week/#:%7E:text=Preparing%20for%20College%20Toolkit%20Grades%207%2D12


Questions
[Insert Presenter Contact Information]
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